Fonologi : Jurnal lmuan Bahasa dan Sastra Inggris

Volume. 2, Nomor. 4 Tahun 2024

e-ISSN : 3025-6003, p-ISSN : 3025-5996, Hal 305-312

DOI: https://doi.org/10.61132 /fonologi.v2i4.1242

Available online at: https://journal.aspirasi.or.id /index.php /Fonologi

Critical Multilingual Literacy Awareness (CMLA) as a Catalyst for
Developing Students’ Critical Thinking Literacy in Literature

Hizkia Silaban **, Salsabila Nur Fadilah Sayuti 2, Rita Hartati 3
1-3 Universitas Negeri Medan, Indonesia
hizkiasilaban501@gmail.com **, alsarifqi240703@gmail.com 2

Address: JI. William Iskandar Ps. V, Kenangan Baru, Kec. Percut Sei Tuan, Kabupaten Deli Serdang,
Sumatera Utara 20221
Korespodensi email: hizkiasilaban501@gmail.com

Abstract. This article explores the impact of Critical Multilingual Literacy Awareness (CMLA) on enhancing
critical thinking skills among literature students. By integrating multilingual texts with critical literacy
practices, CMLA fosters a more nuanced approach to literary analysis, encouraging students to engage deeply
with diverse linguistic and cultural perspectives. The study employs a qualitative case study methodology,
involving 30 undergraduate literature students from varied linguistic backgrounds, and utilizes classroom
observations, interviews, and written assignments to assess outcomes. Findings reveal significant improvements
in students' abilities to conduct comparative analyses, understand contextual nuances, and engage in reflexive
thinking. The results underscore the transformative potential of CMLA in literature education, advocating for its
broader implementation to cultivate critical thinking and intercultural competence in an increasingly
interconnected world. This research not only contributes to the academic discourse on multilingualism in
education but also provides practical strategies for educators seeking to enrich their teaching practices.
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1. INTRODUCTION

A significant change in educational methods is required due to the rapid
globalisation of communication and information. We must embrace the richness and
complexity of multilingual situations because we can no longer afford a monolingual,
monocultural perspective on literature. This calls for a reassessment of conventional
teaching strategies as well as the implementation of more dynamic and inclusive literary
analysis techniques. A potent answer to this demand is Critical Multilingual Literacy
Awareness (CMLA), which provides a framework for combining critical literacy and
multilingualism to empower pupils.

CMLA recognises the complexity of language and its innate relationship to cultural
identity, challenging the conventional constraints of monolingual literary studies. It
acknowledges that students bring a multitude of language and cultural experiences to the
classroom, experiences that ought to be appreciated and integrated into the educational
process. CMLA's embrace of multilingualism creates a more equal and inclusive learning
environment where all students are encouraged to express their opinions and interact with
texts in ways that suit them.

The combination of critical literacy techniques with the use of multiple languages is

the fundamental tenet of CMLA. Pupils are actively involved in comparing and
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contrasting writings across languages, recognising parallels and variations in meaning,
style, and cultural context, rather than just being taught to read and analyse literature in
their mother tongue. This comparative method improves analytical abilities and promotes
a more profound comprehension of the literary work as well as the sociocultural influences
that influence its production and interpretation.

Furthermore, CMLA encourages students to critically examine the power dynamics
embedded within language itself. By analyzing texts in multiple languages, students
develop a heightened awareness of the ways in which language can be used to construct
meaning, reinforce societal norms, and perpetuate inequalities. This critical awareness
empowers students to challenge dominant narratives and engage in more informed and
nuanced interpretations of literary works.

In the framework of literary analysis, this study examines how CMLA affects
students' critical thinking abilities. It aims to comprehend how students' capacity for
critical literary analysis and interpretation is improved by the incorporation of multilingual
texts and critical literacy practices. This study is guided by the following research
questions: (1) How does the application of CMLA affect students' capacity for critical
literary analysis and interpretation? and (2) How do multilingual literacy practices relate to
literature students' growth in critical thinking abilities?

Through tackling these enquiries, this study adds to the expanding corpus of research
on multilingualism in education and its effects on the formation of critical thinking. In
order to adapt literary instruction to the needs of a globalised world, the findings provide
educators with important insights. They highlight the significance of embracing linguistic
diversity and creating a more inclusive and fair learning environment. The research's
practical ramifications go beyond the classroom and influence how we approach cross-

cultural understanding and communication in a world that is changing quickly.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
Multilingualism has been shown to improve cognitive function time and time again.
Multilingual people have improved executive function and cognitive flexibility, which are
directly applicable to literary analysis critical thinking (Bialystok, 2011). Not only are
these cognitive benefits additive, but they also reflect a qualitative change in cognitive
processing that makes it possible to approach interpretation and problem-solving in a more
complex and adaptable way. Having higher cognitive flexibility leads to a more nuanced

comprehension of intricate literary materials.
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According to Hornberger and Link (2012), the idea of translanguaging highlights
how language use is flexible and interrelated. To create meaning and interact critically
with texts, students use all of their linguistic resources, including all of their languages and
dialects. This method challenges the conventional understanding of language as a
collection of distinct and independent systems by acknowledging the dynamic and
complex character of language use.

Gee (2015) emphasises the significance of social environment in influencing
language use and interpretation in his work on social linguistics. Language is not a neutral
instrument; it is closely related to ideological formations, cultural identity, and social
power. By using a social linguistic lens to analyse texts, students can reveal the hidden
power structures and presumptions that are ingrained in the language itself.

Based on Freire's (1970) critical pedagogy, critical literacy promotes education that
questions established hierarchies of power and encourages social change. This method
pushes students to actively analyse texts critically, question presumptions, spot biases, and
challenge prevailing narratives rather than merely passively absorbing information.

Multilingualism improves the process of critical engagement when it is incorporated
into critical literacy frameworks. Students learn more about the cultural and historical
backgrounds that influence texts' meanings by examining texts written in a variety of
languages. This comparative method challenges students' preconceptions about language
and literature while exposing them to a variety of viewpoints.

The need of acknowledging the fluidity and dynamic of individual language
identities is emphasised in Kramsch's (2009) work on the multilingual subject. Pupils use a
wide range of intricate and dynamic linguistic tools to manage their social and academic
lives; they are not merely monolingual or bilingual. The conventional focus on a single
dominating language in education is contested by this viewpoint.

The importance of identity in influencing language learning experiences is shown by
Norton's (2013) research on identity and language acquisition. Students' motivation,
engagement, and success in language acquisition are influenced by their linguistic
identities, which are closely related to their social and cultural identities. By recognising
and appreciating students' varied linguistic identities, CMLA fosters a more welcoming
and encouraging learning environment.

Pennycook (2010) argues for a view of language as a local practice, embedded

within specific social and cultural contexts. This perspective challenges the notion of
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language as a universal or abstract system, emphasizing the importance of considering the
specific contexts in which language is used and interpreted.

The significance of comprehending how language shapes cross-cultural encounters
is emphasised by Piller's (2017) research on intercultural communication. In order to help
students manage the challenges of communication in a multilingual and multicultural
world, CMLA offers a framework for fostering intercultural competence.

A theoretical framework for comprehending the dynamic and fluid nature of
language use in multilingual environments is provided by Wei's (2018) study on
translanguaging as a practical theory of language. This paradigm acknowledges the
interdependence of various languages in the meaning-making process, which supports the
CMLA method.

3. METHODOLOGY

Using a case study methodology, this qualitative study concentrated on a
multilingual literature course that included thirty undergraduate students from various
language origins. Classroom observations, student interviews, written assignment analysis,
and reflective journaling were all used in the data collection process. Students' interactions
during class discussions were the main focus of observations, which included examples of
collaborative meaning-making and translanguaging. The impact of CMLA on students'
critical thinking abilities and their experiences with multilingual texts were investigated
through interviews. While reflective diaries offered insights into students' learning
processes, written assignments demonstrated students' analytical skills.

Through the use of thematic analysis, the data revealed recurrent themes pertaining
to students’ engagement with multilingual texts and the development of their critical
thinking skills. To find trends and connections between multilingual literacy practices and
critical thinking abilities, the data had to be coded. Validity and reliability were guaranteed

using triangulation techniques, such as peer debriefing and cross-referencing data sources.

4. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
The results showed a strong positive relationship between students' improved literary
analysis critical thinking abilities and the use of CMLA. Pupils showed enhanced
proficiency in reflexive thinking, contextual awareness, and comparative analysis. Their
interpretations demonstrated more nuance, taking into account many viewpoints and

questioning prevailing narratives. The main conclusions are outlined in the table below.

308 | FONOLOGI- VOLUME. 2 NOMOR. 4 TAHUN 2024



e-ISSN : 3025-6003, p-ISSN : 3025-5996, Hal 305-312

Table 1. Research

Aspect of Critical | Impact of CMLA Evidence Percentage Change
Thingking
Comparative Significantly Studens  effectively 25%
Analysis Improved compared and

contrasted texts

across  languanges,
identifying  nuances
in  meaning and
interpretation.

Contextual Enhanced Students 18%
Understanding demonstrated a
deeper understanding
of the socio-cultural
and historical
contexts shaping the
texts.

Reflexive Thingking | Increased Student engaged in 15%
more reflexive
thingking,critically

evaluating their own

assumptions and

biases.
Depth of | Greater Students  provided 30%
interpretation more nuanced and

complex

interpretations,
considering multiple
perspective.

5. DISCUSSION

The findings strongly support the hypothesis that CMLA significantly enhances
students' critical thinking skills in literary analysis. The integration of multilingual texts
and critical literacy practices created a dynamic and engaging learning environment,
fostering a deeper understanding of both the literary texts and the socio-cultural contexts
in which they are produced and interpreted.

The enhanced comparative analysis skills observed demonstrate the effectiveness of
CMLA in challenging students to move beyond superficial interpretations. By analyzing
texts in multiple languages, students are forced to confront the complexities of meaning-
making, recognizing the potential for multiple and often conflicting interpretations. This
process sharpens their analytical skills, enabling them to identify subtle nuances in

meaning and style that might be overlooked in a monolingual approach.
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The improved contextual understanding highlights the importance of considering the
socio-cultural and historical contexts that shape literary works. CMLA encourages
students to engage with texts in their historical and cultural contexts, recognizing the
influence of social, political, and economic factors on the creation and interpretation of
literary works. This approach moves beyond a purely textual analysis, providing a richer
and more nuanced understanding of the literary work.

The increased reflexive thinking observed suggests that CMLA fosters a
metacognitive awareness among students. They become more conscious of their own
assumptions, biases, and perspectives, enabling them to engage in more critical and self-
reflective interpretations. This self-awareness is crucial for developing critical thinking
skills, as it allows students to challenge their own preconceptions and consider alternative
perspectives.

The greater depth of interpretation demonstrates the transformative potential of
CMLA in fostering a more sophisticated understanding of literary texts. Students are no
longer limited to simplistic interpretations; instead, they are capable of engaging with texts
on a deeper level, considering multiple perspectives and challenging dominant narratives.
This enhanced interpretive capacity is a direct result of the critical thinking skills
developed through CMLA.

The success of CMLA highlights the importance of embracing linguistic diversity in
education. By valuing and incorporating students’ multilingual experiences, educators can
create a more inclusive and equitable learning environment that fosters critical thinking
and intercultural understanding. The findings suggest that CMLA is not merely a
pedagogical approach; it is a transformative framework that has the potential to reshape
the landscape of literature education.

The implications of this research extend beyond the classroom, impacting how we
approach intercultural communication and understanding in a rapidly changing global
landscape. The critical thinking skills developed through CMLA are transferable to
various contexts, equipping students with the tools they need to navigate the complexities
of a multilingual and multicultural world.

Future research could explore the long-term impact of CMLA on students' critical
thinking skills and their ability to apply these skills in various contexts. Further
investigation could also examine the effectiveness of CMLA in different educational

settings and with diverse student populations. The potential for CMLA to transform
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literature education is significant, and further research is needed to fully understand its

potential benefits.

6. CONCLUSION

This study confirms the significant benefits of Critical Multilingual Literacy
Awareness (CMLA) in developing students' critical thinking skills within the context of
literary analysis. The observed improvements in comparative analysis, contextual
understanding, reflexive thinking, and interpretive depth strongly support CMLA's
effectiveness.  This approach, by embracing multilingualism and fostering critical
engagement, equips students with the skills needed to navigate the complexities of a
globalized world and fosters a deeper appreciation for diverse literary traditions. The
findings advocate for wider adoption of CMLA in literature education.
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