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Abstract: This article reviews a syntax-based analysis of predication in language, delving into its underlying 

linguistic structure. The research conducted employs analytical methods sourced from literature to comprehend 

sentence construction and the syntactic relationships forming predication. The findings of the analysis present a 

profound understanding of the framework of predication in language and its implications in human 

communication. In the exploration of syntax and predication in linguistics, the syntactic approach highlights the 

essential relationship between subject and predicate in a sentence. Predication maps what is stated about the 

subject, and syntax-based analysis reveals its basic structure. Syntax, with its central role, is key to understanding 

sentence structure and the meaning conveyed in communication. Research on this concept shows how the 

arrangement of words, phrases, and clauses forms predication.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Predication, as the core of sentence formation, highlights the complexity of the 

relationship between subject, predicate, and object in a sentence context. Clear and precise 

sentence structure in language plays a crucial role in conveying accurate and meaningful 

information. In this context, key elements such as subect, predicate, object, and adverb play an 

important role (Nugraha, 2014). 

Analysis of predication syntax opens the door to understanding how sentence structure 

affects meaning and message delivery in language. The proper arrangement of sentence 

elements not only creates meaning but also establishes a cohesive relationship between subject, 

predicate, and object. (Tarmini & Rr. Sulistiawati, 2019) 

A deep understanding of predication syntax is an essential foundation in understanding 

the structure of language as a whole. It makes it possible to unravel the complexity of meaning 

conveyed in sentences through an organized arrangement of sentence elements. In this study, 

it will discuss how this arrangement of words not only creates meaning, but also connects the 

subject, predicate, and object in a coherent whole. An understanding of predication syntax is 

an important foundation in exploring deeper into the structure of language. It gives us the tools 

to analyze how meaning is formed and conveyed through the proper arrangement of sentence 

elements. By delving deeper into these syntactic concepts, we will discover more about how 

sentence structure helps us understand and communicate ideas in language. 
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METHODS 

This study adopts a syntax-based method of analysis through literature sources. This 

approach involves the use of language corpora and the tracing of previous studies related to 

predication syntax.(Beyssade & Dobrovie-Sorin, 2015) The analysis is carried out by 

considering the constituent structure and dependency relationships between sentence elements. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Exploring Predication: A Syntax-Centric Approach 

Predication, in linguistic terms, refers to the relationship between a subject and a 

predicate within a sentence. This relationship delineates what is being asserted about the 

subject. A syntax-based analysis delves into the arrangement of words, phrases, and clauses 

that constitute a predication, unraveling its underlying structure. 

The synergy between syntax and predication emerges as a focal point in understanding 

sentence construction and the transmission of meaning in human communication. Through 

meticulous research, this approach underscores how the arrangement of words, phrases, and 

clauses intricately forms the framework of predication. The findings derived from this syntax-

centric examination offer profound insights into the foundational elements of predication in 

language, elucidating its far-reaching implications in facilitating coherent and meaningful 

communication among individuals. 

Predication is the essential link between the subject and predicate in a sentence, where 

the predicate clarifies the meaning of the subject. In the realm of linguistics, the role of 

predication is significant in understanding communication and sentence structure. Predicative 

syntax refers to the arrangement of words in a sentence that aims to convey meaning. 

Some essential points about predication in sentences include: 

1. Predication describes the relationship between subject and predicate, forming the 

structural foundation of the sentence. 

2. Sentence structure is determined by predication, regulating relationships and 

interpretation of meaning in the process of communication. 

3. Predicative syntax, in the realm of linguistics, plays a crucial role in interpreting 

communication as well as sentence structure. 

4. In linguistic studies, predication is a central focus in sentence analysis and 

communication, allowing predication-based syntactic analysis to understand the 

interaction between words and sentence structure in creating the meaning contained in 

a sentence.(Heycock, 2013) 
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The Foundation of Predication: Subject, Verb, and Object 

At its core, predication in linguistics refers to the relationship between a subject and a 

predicate in a sentence, where the predicate conveys meaning about the subject. An organized 

sentence structure of elements such as subject, predicate, and object not only creates the 

framework of a sentence, but also determines the relationship and interpretation of meaning in 

communication. Predicative syntax refers to the way words are arranged in a sentence to 

convey meaning.  

The foundation of predication in language resides in the interplay among the subject, 

verb, and object within a sentence. This trio forms the core structure through which information 

is conveyed, relationships are established, and meaning is constructed. 

At its essence, the subject acts as the focal point, the entity about which something is 

being expressed or described. It anchors the sentence, often representing the "doer" or the 

primary focus of the statement. For instance, in the sentence "Alice reads books," "Alice" 

serves as the subject-the one performing the action. 

The verb, on the other hand, embodies the action, state, or occurrence within the 

sentence. It predicates or asserts something about the subject, thereby linking it to the rest of 

the sentence's elements. In the earlier example, "reads" functions as the verb, indicating the 

action performed by the subject, Alice. 

Finally, the object complements the subject-verb relationship by receiving the action or 

being the recipient of the action. It often answers the question "what" or "whom" the subject is 

acting upon. In the sentence "Alice reads books," "books" functions as the object-it's what Alice 

is reading. 

This triad-subject, verb, and object-serves as the foundational framework for 

constructing meaningful sentences. However, it's important to note that not all sentences follow 

this structure, especially in more complex linguistic constructions or when dealing with 

different languages or sentence types. Variations, such as intransitive verbs where no direct 

object exists or passive constructions where the subject undergoes the action, add depth and 

diversity to linguistic expression. 

Understanding the foundational role of the subject, verb, and object provides a starting 

point for comprehending how predication operates within sentences. It forms the basis upon 

which more intricate linguistic structures and relationships are built, ultimately contributing to 

the rich tapestry of human communication. 

In the context of linguistics, it is very important in understanding communication and 

sentence structure. Predication is a major focus in sentence analysis and communication, 
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helping to understand how words and sentence structure interact to create meaning. Basic 

sentence structures, such as subject-predicate-object (SVO), play an important role in shaping 

meaning in a message. An example of basic sentence structure in English is "The cat chased 

the mouse," where 'the cat' is the subject, 'chased' is the predicate, and 'the mouse' is the object, 

reflecting the core of the predication.(Sarbunan, 2020) 

Syntax as the Framework of Predication 

The next syntactic unit is the phrase which is potentially a combination of two or more 

words that do not have the characteristics of a clause. Based on the results of data analysis, the 

theory proposed by Tarigan can be used quite well on the syntactic competency test. The 

material about phrases that is not so branched makes the phrase material easier for students to 

understand. The syntactic unit after phrases is clause which is a group of words containing only 

one predicate or one linguistic form consisting of subject and predicate. Based on the results of 

data analysis, The most difficult clause type for students is transitive verb clauses.(Usman & 

Amir, 2019) 

The article "Events in Syntax: Modification and Predication" by Gillian Ramchand 

discusses the importance of event variables in the semantic representation of natural language. 

The article highlights the consequences of Davidson's (1967) views on syntax and interfaces 

that have evolved since then. Event variables are considered as important as objects and can be 

manipulated in the semantic representation of various complex phenomena in natural language. 

The article also discusses the relationship between event semantics and syntactic 

representation, as well as proposing its own view of the position of "post-Davidsonianism" in 

a more complex era. Furthermore, this article discusses how event variables are bound in syntax 

and related to temporal reference. In addition, the article also discusses the internal complexity 

of linguistic events, such as the outcome of an action. However, this article is highly technical 

and may require a deep understanding of linguistics and semantics.(Ramchand, 2007) 

Constituent Structure and Dependency Relations 

Predications can be examined through constituent structure analysis, where sentences 

are broken down into smaller units or constituents. Additionally, dependency grammar helps 

unveil the relationships between words, highlighting the dependency relations that define a 

predication's structure. 

Constituent structure is a model used in theoretical grammatics to explain how a 

sentence is constructed from smaller units, known as constituents. Constituent construction 
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involves hierarchical relationships between constituents that form a more complex structure. 

Dependency relations are relationships that exist between elements in a sentence that 

are interdependent. In the context of grammatics, dependency relations are used to explain how 

elements such as subjects, predicates, and objects depend on other elements in the sentence. 

In the realm of Natural Language Processing (NLP), constituent structure and 

dependency relations serve as fundamental frameworks for understanding and analyzing 

sentences within text. 

1. Constituent Structure in NLP 

Within NLP, constituent structure is employed to comprehend sentence structures and 

identify linguistic units like phrases and clauses. This approach proves valuable for grammar 

analysis, translation tasks, and the development of language models. By dissecting sentences 

into these units, NLP systems gain insights into the hierarchical organization of language, 

aiding in tasks such as syntactic analysis and semantic understanding. 

2. Dependency Relations in NLP: 

Dependency relations are utilized to model the connections among words within a 

sentence. This method is instrumental in syntactic analysis, assigning grammatical labels, and 

deciphering sentence meanings. By establishing these connections, NLP systems grasp the 

intricate relationships between words, enabling more accurate language processing tasks, such 

as parsing and information extraction. 

DISCUSSION 

In the exploration of syntax and predication in linguistics, the syntactic approach 

highlights the essential relationship between subject and predicate in a sentence. Predication 

maps what is stated about the subject, and syntax-based analysis reveals its basic structure. 

Syntax, with its central role, is key to understanding sentence structure and the meaning 

conveyed in communication. Research on this concept shows how the arrangement of words, 

phrases and clauses forms predication. 

Predication marks the essential relationship between the subject and predicate in a 

sentence, where the predicate provides a description of the subject. The syntactic approach 

highlights the way words are arranged to convey meaning. It plays a significant role in 

linguistics, forming the structural basis of sentences and influencing the interpretation of 

meaning in communication. 
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The article "Events in Syntax: Modification and Predication" by Gillian Ramchand 

discusses the importance of event variables in the semantic representation of natural language. 

The article highlights the implications of Davidson's (1967) views for syntax and the interfaces 

that have developed since then. Event variables are considered comparable in importance to 

objects and can be manipulated in the semantic representation of complex phenomena in 

natural language. This article also discusses the relationship between event semantics and 

syntactic representation, and offers a view of "post-Davidsonianism" in a more complex era. 

Furthermore, the article discusses how event variables are bound in syntax and related to 

temporal reference. However, the article is highly technical and requires a deep understanding 

of linguistics and semantics. 

Constituent constructions and dependency relations help analyze predication. 

Constituent constructions break down sentences into smaller units or constituents. Meanwhile, 

dependency systems help reveal the relationships between words, highlighting the dependency 

relations that make up the structure of predication. 

In natural language processing (NLP), constituent structure and dependency relations 

become the basic framework in understanding and analyzing sentences in text. Constituent 

structure is used to understand sentence structure and identify linguistic units such as phrases 

and clauses. This approach is useful in grammar analysis, translation, and language model 

development. Meanwhile, dependency relations are used to model the relationship between 

words in a sentence, helping in syntactic analysis and understanding sentence meaning. 

In an in-depth discussion of syntax, predication and other tools of linguistic analysis, 

this study underscores the central role of syntax in understanding sentence meaning and its 

effect on communication. This approach opens the door to understanding the complex 

relationship between words, sentence structure, and meaning in language. 

COCLUSION 

This study confirms that predication is key in understanding the overall meaning 

contained in a sentence. Syntactic analysis opens up insights into the relationship between 

sentence elements, such as subject, predicate and object, and how they interact to form 

meaning. The article "Events in Syntax: Modification and Predication" by Gillian Ramchand 

provides an in-depth look at the importance of event variables in the semantic representation 

of natural language, demonstrating the complexity in the relationship between sentence 

structure and revealed meaning.  
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In addition, the approach of constituent construction and dependency relations proves 

to be an important tool in analyzing predication. In natural language processing, constituent 

structures and dependency relations pave the way for a deeper understanding of sentences in 

texts. 

Overall, this research emphasizes the role of syntax as an important foundation in 

exploring and analyzing language structure. The syntactic approach not only helps in 

understanding sentences, but also opens up new horizons to interpret the messages contained 

in language more deeply. 
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